[New developments in staging and prognosis of bronchopulmonary carcinoma. Part I: Epidemiology and diagnostic investigations].
Lung cancer represents a major health problem globally and its surge in incidence is mainly attributed to the increase in the consumption of tobacco-related products. The poor prognosis of this condition is generally related to the advanced stage at the time of the diagnosis; therefore, accurate staging initially as well during the course of the disease seems to be of paramount importance. Unfortunately, in the last half-century, no major breakthroughs occurred in the field of the lung cancer therapy. Beyond the classic investigations and staging strategies, a plethora of new exploratory and staging techniques became available in the last several years. In this review (part I) we present the latest epidemiological data, major shifts in the disease presentation, histologic types and staging modalities and present their possible implications on the way we diagnose and, more importantly, how we treat this condition.